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Abstract

Research title Creative Music Composition for a female solo Thai dance

)

performance:“Nang Nuan Thong Samli Taeng Ong Song Khrueang’

Researcher Ajarn Katawut Promli
Department of Music, Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts,
Thaksin University 90000 Tel. 08-8784-2962

This research was supported by an income-based research grant from the Faculty of
Fine Arts, Thaksin University, Fiscal Year 2024, with a total funding amount of 45,000
THB

This creative research entitled “Music Composition for a female solo Thai
dance performance:“Nang Nuan Thong Samli Taeng Ong Song Khrueang” aimed to
compose lyrics and musical melodies for a female solo dance performance by
adapting the legend of Nang Nuan Thong Samli, an important legend in the Nora
culture of Southern Thailand, into a creative musical work. The study employed
a qualitative research methodology through the examination of interviews and
documentary sources. The collected data were utilized in the composition of the
lyrics and served as conceptual foundations for the musical composition.

The research findings were presented through descriptive analysis.

The findings revealed that the lyrics were composed in the form of klon
suphap (Thai polite verse), consisting of 12 stanzas divided into two sections: two
introductory stanzas presenting the character and ten stanzas describing the process
of dressing and adornment. The content was systematically arranged, beginning with
the character’s background and sacred origin, followed by bathing, beautification,
hair arrangement, the wearing of a headdress, dressing in garments, and finally the
complete adornment with jewelry. This sequential structure contributed to the

continuous development of dramatic expression and emotional progression



throughout the performance. Moreover, the use of klon suphap enhanced the poetic
elegance of the lyrics and facilitated expressive singing and delicate literary

interpretation.

Regarding the musical composition, the work consisted of five musical pieces:
Rua Kroen Nang Nuan Thong Samli, Nang Nuan Thong Samli, Nang Nuan Thong
Samli Taeng Ong Song Khrueang, Nad Nari (slow tempo), and Nad Nari (fast tempo).
All compositions were structured within the same tonal framework, “Sol-La-Ti x Re—
Mi x,” in order to create melodic unity throughout the performance suite. At the
same time, melodic style, rhythmic patterns, and musical characteristics were varied
in accordance with the emotional development of the character in each stage of the
performance. Furthermore, the compositions integrated Southern Thai musical idioms
with traditional Thai musical structures, particularly through repetitive melodic
phrases characteristic of Nora vocal performance and Talung musical style. The study
also adapted the concept of the two-tone mong sounds used in Nora performance
to develop melodic lines for both the slow and fast versions of Nad Nari, resulting in
a distinct musical identity closely aligned with the graceful movements of the dance

performance.

The research demonstrates that the integration of local legend with Thai
music and dance can effectively produce creative works of both aesthetic and
cultural value. It also reflects the adaptability and creative potential of Thai music
within contemporary society while contributing significantly to the preservation,
revitalization, and transmission of Southern Thai cultural identity. Furthermore, the
findings may be extended to educational applications, contemporary artistic creation,

and the development of cultural capital for sustainable creative economy initiatives.
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